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Drafting the Paragraph 
 

 

Four Basics of a Good Topic Sentence:  narrowed topic + main point/position = topic sentence 

1 It has a single main point stated in a sentence. 

2 It is something that you can write about in a paragraph; it is not too broad. 

3 It is something that you can say something about; it is not a simple fact. 

4 It is a confident statement; it is not weak and it does not start with I think, I hope, or In this paper 
I will try to.… 

 

Four Basics of Good Support:  detailed examples that show what you mean 

1 It relates to your topic sentence. 

2 It tells your readers what they need to know to understand your point. 

3 It uses details that show, explain, or prove your main point. 

4 The details do not just repeat your main point, they explain it. 
 

Four Basics of a Good Paragraph 

1 It has a topic sentence that includes the main point you want to make. 

2 It has detailed examples (support) that show, explain, or prove your main point. 

3 It is organized logically, and the ideas are joined together with transitions so that readers can 
move smoothly from one idea to the next. 

4 It has a concluding sentence that reminds readers of main point, makes a statement about it. 

Paragraph checklist 

¨ The paragraph fulfills the assignment and is written in the appropriate style for the audience. 

¨ The topic sentence is focused on a single topic, is narrow enough for a paragraph, is more than 
just a simple fact. 

¨ The body sentences have detailed examples that show, explain, or prove the main point. 

¨ The sentences are organized logically and the transitions link ideas together. 

¨ The concluding sentence reminds readers of the main point, ends the paragraph on a strong note. 
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