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Revision: A Sample 
 

 
When Instructors return papers to students and ask for significant revisions to drafts, many students 
seem to ignore the Instructor’s request.  The changes students tend to make to their papers appear to 
be mere copy-editing or word substitution—that is, a few words may be switched around or only 
punctuation and grammar errors are corrected.  These few editing actions are not considered serious 
revision.  Revision is much more than simply proofreading.  The word “revision” itself highlights the “re-
seeing” that should take place during revision.   

True writing process involves significant revisions, not simple editing.  

The differences between revision and editing are vast.  Revision is about taking risks; editing is about 
correctness.  Revision is global; editing is local.  Revision emphasizes restructuring an argument for a 
particular audience; editing asks writers to make appropriate word choices.  Know that even successful 
writers must revise their work. 
Below is a sample paragraph from a draft that has been through the writing process:  first draft, peer 
draft, revision. 
 
First draft of a paragraph (from the shitty first draft*): 
 

Pete’s sloppiness is a terrible habit.  He lives by himself in a small apartment with dirty clothes, 

books, and candy wrappers.  Stacks of papers cover the chair seats.  Socks are on the lampshades.  

When Pete makes a date or an appointment, he may jot down the time and place on a scrap of paper 

that’s is soon forgotten, or—more likely— he doesn’t jot down the information at all.  Pete often 

arrives late, or he completely forgets to appear.  His grades have suffered, too, few instructors will put 

up with a student who arrives out of breath and whose messy papers arrive (late of course) with stains 

on them.  Pete’s sloppiness really is a terrible habit.  

 
Suggestions from the Instructor / peers: 
 

Pete’s sloppiness is a terrible habit.  He lives by himself in a small how small?  Stronger word 

needed. apartment carpeted with dirty clothes, books, and candy wrappers.  Stacks of papers cover the 

chair seats.  Socks are bake on the lampshades. By adding carpeted and baked, you add details to show 

his sloppiness!  When Pete makes a date or an appointment, he may jot down the time and place on a 
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scrap of paper that is soon tucked into a pocket and forgotten, or—more likely— he doesn’t jot down 

the information at all.  Show consequences: As a result, Pete often arrives late, or he completely 

forgets to appear.  His grades have suffered, too, because few instructors will put up with a student 

who arrives out of breath and whose messy papers arrive (late of course) with coffee stains and melted 

M&Ms on them.  Pete’s sloppiness really is a terrible habit. This is a repeat of the topic sentence.  You 

need a better conclusion here. 

 
Third draft of the original paragraph, based on the above suggestions: 
 

Pete’s sloppiness is a terrible habit.  He lives by himself in a one-room apartment carpeted with 

dirty clothes, books, and crumpled candy wrappers.  Stacks of papers cover the chair seats.  Socks bake 

on the lampshades.  When Pete makes a date or an appointment, he may jot down the time and place 

on a scrap of paper that is soon tucked into a pocket and forgotten, or—more likely—he doesn’t jot 

down the information at all.  As a result, Pete often arrives late, or he completely forgets to appear.  

His grades have suffered, too, because few instructors will put up with a student who arrives out of 

breath ten minutes after the class has begun and whose wrinkled, carelessly scrawled papers arrive 

(late of course) punctuated with coffee stains and melted M&Ms.  The less Pete controls his 

sloppiness, the more it seems to control him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*  Lamott, Anne. Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life. Anchor Books, 1995.  
 

Adapted  Fawcett, Susan. Evergreen: A Guide to Writing With Readings, 9th ed. Boston: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning, 2011.  
 


